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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: CAMDEN EXPEDITION SITES:

Elkins’ Ferry, VICINITY OF PRESCOTT, NEVADA & CLARK COUNTIES
Prairie De Ann Battlefield, VICINITY OF PRESCOTT, NEVADA COUNTY
Poison Spring Battlefield, VICINITY OF CHIDESTER, QUACHITA COUNTY
Marks’ Mills Battlefield, VICINITY OF NEW EDINBURG, CLEVELAND COUNTY
Jenkins’ Ferry Battlefield, VICINITY OF LEOLA, GRANT COUNTY
Fort Lookout, CAMDEN, OUACHITA COUNTY
Fort Southerland, CAMDEN, OUACHITA COUNTY

- Confederate State Capitol, WASHINGTON, HEMPSTEAD COUNTY

Other Name/Site Number: Battle of Elkins’ Ferry/NE0052
Battle of Prairie De Ann/NE0037
Battle of Poison Spring/OU0051
Battle of Marks’ Mills/CV0001
Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry/GR0016

Redoubt A/OU0032
Redoubt E/OU0049
Second Hempstead County Courthouse
I
2. LOCATION
Street & Number: PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SITE DESCRIPTIONS Not for publication: N/A
City/Town: Various Vicinity: X
State: Arkansas County: Clark, Cleveland, Grant, Hempstead, Nevada, & Ouachita
Code: AR Zip Code: Various
|
3. CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private: X _ Building(s): X
Public-Local: X_ District:___
Public-State: X Site: X
Public-Federal: Structure:
Object:

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 47 buildings

_6 sites

2 __8 structures
_3 objects

9 58 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_9
Name of Related Multiple Property Listing:
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this _ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

e
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

___ Entered in the National Register
Determined eligible for the National Register
Determined not eligible for the National Register
___ Removed from the National Register
____ Other (explain):

—

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

ELKINS’ FERRY BATTLEFIELD:

Historic: Landscape
Defense

Current: Landscape

PRAIRIE DE ANN BATTLEFIELD:

Historic: Landscape
Agriculture/Subsistence
Defense

Current: Agriculture/Subsistence
Landscape

POISON SPRING BATTLEFIELD:
Historic: Agriculture/Subsistence
Landscape
Defense
Current: Landscape
Recreation & Culture
Landscape

MARKS’ MILLS BATTLEFIELD
Historic: Landscape

Defense
Current: Landscape
Recreation & Culture
Landscape

JENKINS’ FERRY BATTLEFIELD

Historic: Agriculture/Subsistence
Landscape
Defense

Current: Landscape

Recreation & Culture
Landscape

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Sub:

Forest
Battlesite

Forest

Unoccupied Land
Agricultural Field
Battlesite

Agricultural Field
Forest

Agricultural Field
Forest
Battlesite

Park
Monument/Marker
Forest

Forest
Battlesite

Park
Monument/Marker
Forest

Agricultural Field
Forest
Battle Site

Park
Monument/Marker
Forest




NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)

OMB No. 1024-0018

CAMDEN EXPEDITION SITES Page 4
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
FORT LOOKOUT
Historic: Landscape Sub: Forest
Landscape Unoccupied Land
Defense Fortification
Current: Landscape Sub: Forest
FORT SOUTHERLAND
Historic: Landscape Sub: Forest
Landscape Unoccupied Land
Defense Fortification
Current: Landscape Sub: Park
CONFEDERATE STATE CAPITOL
Historic: Government Sub: Courthouse
Capitol
Current: Recreation & Culture Sub: Museum
]

7. _DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Greek Revival (Confederate State Capitol)

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Brick
Walls: Wood frame
Roof: Cedar shake
Other: N/A
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

ELKINS’ FERRY BATTLEFIELD
SUMMARY

The Elkins’ Ferry Battlefield is located on both banks of the Little Missouri River that
divides Clark and Nevada counties, approximately ten miles north of Prescott (Nevada
County). Middle Creek and Howard Creek flow through the southern portion of the
battlefield, on the south bank of the river. The remote rural area is heavily wooded and
flood-prone, just as it was on April 4, 1864, when Steele’s Federals met their first heavy
resistance of the Red River Campaign in attempting to cross the Little Missouri River at
Elkins’ Ferry and advance toward Washington and Shreveport beyond. Only a handful of
intrusions are currently extant on the battlefield, which is excellently preserved.

ELABORATION

The Elkins’ Ferry Battlefield has excellent integrity of setting, feeling, assocation and
location, and represents an excellently preserved element of the Red River Campaign in
southern Arkansas. The only major intrusions within the proposed boundaries of the
battlefield are the remains of a collapsed wooden automobile bridge that replaced the river
ferry in the 1920s, the washed out remains of a smaller mid-20th century concrete bridge
across Middle Creek, and a few dirt roads traversing the area. Nevada County Road 37 that
travels south from the river approximates the route of the Washington-Arkadelphia Road that
Steele’s army was following in an attempt to avoid the heavily fortified Confederate
stronghold of Camden; once the river had been forded, the Union troops straddled this road
in an attempt to maintain their bridgehead on the southern bank against its Southern
defenders. Although the southern bank of the river included an orchard and an open field in
1864, today the area is dominated by a mixture of pine and hardwood trees and undergrowth.
The Little Missouri bottoms, with an elevation of just 210 feet, remain low and flood prone.

The Elkins’ Ferry Battlefield is located between the Little Missouri River to the north and
Middle and Howard creeks to the south in the Little Missouri River bottoms, near where
Elkins’ Ferry crossed that river on the Washington-Arkadelphia Road. The probable ferry
crossing is visible as a deep cut in the bank leading to the Little Missouri River, a few feet
west of the current Nevada County Road 37. The northern, Clark County bank of the river,
from which Col. William E. McLean ordered his Federals to take the river’s southern bank,
is similarly wooded and free of intrusions. Ironically, the collapse of the Elkins’ Ferry
bridge in the 1950s or 1960s and the development of Interstate 30 to the southwest altered
transportation patterns between Clark and Nevada counties, contributing to the preservation
of the Elkins’ Ferry battlefield. Today, the location of the battle is little known, relatively
inaccessible, rarely visited by any but deer hunters, and very well preserved.

Overall, the Elkins’ Ferry Battlefield has excellent integrity. As a result of the battlefield’s
position in the Little Missouri river bottoms, the area is damp and prone to flooding, and
thus unsuitable for major construction or development; this, as well as the collapse of the
Little Missouri bridge and the afore-mentioned shifts in transportation patterns, have helped
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to ensure the site’s continued integrity. The land remains heavily forested with a
combination of old- and new-growth timber. Today, the bottomlands in which Colonel
McLean established a Union bridgehead on the southern bank of the Little Missouri River in
the face of staunch Confederate opposition would be easily recognizable to a soldier who had
participated in the battle in 1864.

PRAIRIE DE ANN BATTLEFIELD
SUMMARY

The Battle of Prairie De Ann took place over more than five thousand acres in and around
the modern town of Prescott in northern Nevada County. Although portions of the battlefield
and the virgin prairie that were extant in 1864 have been lost to the growth of the city of
Prescott and the development of Interstate 30 and the Prescott & Northwestern Railroad line,
the majority of the site, although divided into two noncontiguous portions, is intact and
interpretable. Only a handful of intrusions are currently extant on the intact portions of the
battlefield, which have been excellently preserved.

ELABORATION

The Prairie DeAnn Battlefield has excellent integrity of setting, feeling, association and
location, and represents an important element of the Red River Campaign in southern
Arkansas. Although a portion of the site has been lost to the postbellum development of
Prescott, the majority, as well as the most significant elements, of the large battlefield remain
extant, and the town itself is not visible from the majority of the site. The largest portion of
the extant battlefield lies to the northwest of Interstate 30 and the town of Prescott, while the
location of the Union rearguard action protecting the Federal retreat to Camden (alternately
referred to as the Battle of Moscow) is southeast of the modern community. Elevations vary
from 350 to 400 feet on the northwestern portion of the battlefield to approximately 250 feet
near the Moscow church.

In 1864, Prairie DeAnn was a 25-30-square-mile open region, largely unoccupied and
surrounded by forests. The natural prairie was a well-known landmark in southwestern
Arkansas at that time and something of a crossroads on the Southwest Trail; the Confederate
state capital lay to the west in Washington, the heavily fortified and militarily important city
of Camden was approximately forty miles east, while the strategic Red River lay to the
southwest. The village of Moscow (later absorbed into the City of Prescott) lay on the
extreme eastern portion of the gently rolling prairie, while a few small farms were scattered
throughout the area. A small wooded area known as the Gum Grove, a well-known regional
landmark, stood near the present intersection of Interstate 30 and the Prescott &
Northwestern Railroad line. Most of the battlefield has been in farmland and pasture for
many years, and although evidence of trenches and battlements remain to the north of the
battlefield (along Steele’s route from the Little Missouri River to Prairie DeAnn), none are
within the proposed boundaries of the battlefield. -
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The only major intrusions and non-contributing resources within the proposed boundaries of
the northwestern portion of the battlefield are: Interstate 30 (which separates the extant
portions of the battlefield from Prescott and constitutes the proposed southwestern boundary
of the battlefield); the Prescott & Northwestern Railroad line, bisecting the battlefield from
the northwest to the southeast along the approximate Confederate battle lines, and constitutes
the proposed southwestern boundary of the battlefield; and approximately 20 houses and
agricultural outbuildings sparsely scattered throughout the open fields. State Highway 19,
which constitutes the proposed northwestern boundary of the battlefield, is lightly developed,
with a gas station and two other small modern commercial structures extant. Improved dirt
roads and driveways cross the battlefield itself, and some scattered trees and undergrowth are
present along barbed-wire fence rows. An underground natural gas pipeline traverses the
battlefield from the southwest to the northeast. Electrical power lines are extant on the
southwestern side of State Highway 19. Currently, the land is primarily in soybean and hay
cultivation and remains clear and open, although fences do delineate fields and property
lines.

The southeastern portion of the battlefield, in which the Confederates attacked the rear of the
Union army as it left the prairie and was making its way toward Camden, is alternately
known as the Battle of Moscow, although it is best understood as an element of the larger
Battle of Prairie DeAnn.

Topographically, the area is very similar to the rest of the battlefield, with the gently rolling
prairie now in cultivation or in open fields. The historic postbellum Moscow church and an
attendant cemetery are at the approximate location of the Confederate positions, while three
agricultural outbuildings are located on the southwest extremity of the Moscow portion of the
battlefield. A barn, two sheds, and a modern ranch house and outbuilding are at the
southeastern extremity of the proposed boundaries. Finally, three houses, three outbuildings,
and a barn are located near the proposed northern boundary of the battlefield. No other
permanent structures are focated within the proposed battlefield boundaries and, other than
the intrusions mentioned, the battlefield closely resembles its condition in 1864.

Overall, the Prairie DeAnn Battlefield has excellent integrity, despite the fact that the town
of Prescott has developed on a portion of the site and urban and industrial development
remains a threat. The land remains primarily in agricultural use, as open fields or for
soybean and hay production, with some scattered residences and agricultural outbuildings
extant. Today, the vast natural prairie on which Maj. Gen. Sterling Price’s Confederates
halted General Steele’s advance on the Red River and Shreveport would be easily
recognizable to a soldier who had participated in the battle in 1864.

POISON SPRING BATTLEFIELD
SUMMARY

The Poison Spring Battlefield is located along State Highway 76 about 14 miles northwest of
Camden. The Poison Spring Battlefield State Park, a simple roadside park with picnic
facilities, a nature trail, a historic marker, and an interpretive display, is located on a portion
of the site, but the majority of the battlefield is covered in the pine woods that were
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prevalent in the area in 1864. Other than the state park itself, the only intrusions extant
within the defined boundaries of the battlefield are a water tower, a fire tower, and a
residence on the western portion of the site. Otherwise, the battlefield is excellently
preserved.

ELABORATION

The Poison Spring Battlefield has excellent integrity of setting, feeling, association and
location, and represents an excellently preserved and important element of the Red River
Campaign in southern Arkansas. The battlefield itself is located roughly 14 miles northwest
of Camden along State Highway 76, which approximates the course of the Washington-
Camden Road on which the Union forage train was attacked on April 18, 1864. The only
major intrusions within the proposed boundaries of the battlefield are the two-lane State
Highway 76; the state park itself, which includes a gravel parking area, a split rail fence, a
covered pavilion, an interpretive display, a nature trail, and picnic facilities; and a water
tower, fire tower, and residence on the western extreme of the battlefield. Electrical power
lines run along the northern side of State Highway 76 on the eastern portion of the
battlefield, crossing over to the southern side of the road as one moves west.

The Battle of Poison Spring occurred soon after Steele’s army occupied Camden following
the Battle of Prairie DeAnn, when a Union forage train of 198 wagons, 875 infantry soldiers,
90 cavalrymen, and four pieces of artillery was ambushed by 3,100 Confederate cavalrymen
and eight cannon led by Generals Samuel Bell Maxey and John S. Marmaduke at the
approximate location of the current state park. In the fierce battle that ensued, the
Southerners attacked all along the train’s flank from the woods and orchards that were along
the southern side of the Washington-Camden Road in 1864. The Federals were ultimately
routed and pursued through the swamp and pine forests north of the Washington-Camden
Road for as far as two miles.

The Washington-Camden Road is currently extant in the form of State Highway 76, which
follows virtually the same route as the historic road. The landscape and surrounding forests,
almost completely in pine, are much as they were at the time of the battle in 1864. The
terrain varies from 175 foot elevations in the bottomlands of Bragg Mill Creek and Poison
Spring Branch on the northern portion of the battlefield to almost 300 feet at the location of
the Poison Spring lookout tower on the western extremne of the site. Although the orchard
and cleared fields that were extant to the south of the road in 1864 are no longer present, the
pine woods that currently cover virtually the entire battlefield are not inappropriate and have
protected the battlefield from erosion. Much of the land is currently protected as a state
forest.

Overall, the Poison Spring Battlefield has excellent integrity. The relative isolation of the
site has protected the battlefield from many of the development pressures that have threatened
similar resources. The historic road is extant in the form of State Highway 76, and the land
remains mostly forested, just as it was in 1864, while the orchard and cleared areas that are
no longer extant could be easily recreated. Today, the site of the devastating Confederate
ambush that would eventually presage Steele’s abandonment of Camden and retreat to Little
Rock would be easily recognizable to a soldier who had participated in the battle in 1864.
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MARKS’ MILLS BATTLEFIELD
SUMMARY

The Marks’ Mills Battlefield is located at the junction of State Highways 8 and 97 about ten
miles southeast of Fordyce in Cleveland County. A simple roadside park with picnic
facilities and two historic markers is located on a portion of the site, but the majority of the
battlefield is covered in the pine woods that predominated in 1864. Roughly 21 structures
and houses are extant on various portions of the battlefield as intrusions, but otherwise the
battlefield is excellently preserved.

ELABORATION

The Marks’ Mills Battlefield has excellent integrity of setting, feeling, association and
location, and represents an excellently preserved and important element of the Red River
Campaign in southern Arkansas. The battlefield is currently located approximately ten miles
southeast of Fordyce, and two miles northwest of New Edinburg. The only major intrusions
within the proposed boundaries of the battlefield are the two-lane State Highways 8 and 97,
which merge and continue on to the southeast as Highway 8, and roughly 21 structures and
houses sparsely scattered along both highways. The Marks family cemetery is extant and
well preserved on the eastern portion of the battlefield; several of the graves predate the
Civil War, and the only intrusions other than postbellum burials are a shed and two covered
picnic pavilions. The site of the Hastings Marks house, extant at the time of the battle and
used as a hospital by the Confederates, is well maintained by descendants of the Marks
family.

The Battle of Marks’ Mills occurred when a Union supply convoy guarded by three infantry
regiments en route to Pine Bluff from Camden was ambushed by four Confederate cavalry
brigades led by Brig. Gen. James Fagan, on the Pine Bluff-Mount Elba Road. The
Southerners used similar tactics as those used at Poison Spring, stopping the Union train’s
advance near the Marks’ Cemetery, then attacking all along the train’s flank from the south.
The Union defeat suffered at Marks’ Mills is generally considered to be the worst the
Federals suffered in the Trans-Mississippi West. The remnants of the Pine Bluff-Mount Elba
Road are evident in many places, although the entire length is not currently traversable. One
portion is extant as a rutted dirt road that leads south from the Marks’ house site through a
wooded area until it emerges onto State Highway 97. Another portion continues on to the
north of the cemetery as a graded dirt road, while west of the battlefield state park other
traces of the historic road are evident to the southwest of State Highway 8.

Residential intrusions within the boundaries of the battlefield are minimal. A modern
residence is located approximately one-half mile due north of the Marks cemetery on
Cleveland County Road 6, a dirt road that follows the approximate route of the Pine Bluff -
Mt. Elba Road. Approximately eight residences and structures, apparently dating from the
1970s and 1980s, are found at irregular intervals on either side of State Highway 97 north of
the battlefield park. South of the junction of State Highways 8 and 97 are three
noncontributing residences, each with two to four associated agricultural outbuildings. The
Morgan cemetery on the western portion of the battlefield dates from the postbellum period
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and is considered noncontributing. The battlefield park itself, at the junction of the two state
highways, consists of a number of picnic tables with an accompanying covered pavilion, a
1936 historic marker, and a post-World War II historic marker. Electrical power lines run
along the west side of State Highway 97 and the east side of State Highway 8, merging onto
the east side of the road as the two highways converge. No other permanent structures are
located within the proposed battlefield boundaries and, other than the intrusions mentioned
above, the battlefield closely resembles its condition in 1864.

The landscapes and forests, a mixture of pine and hardwoods, are much as they were at the
time of the battle in 1864. The terrain is one of gently rolling hills, with land elevations
ranging from 250 to 300 feet. State Highway 8 parallels the approximate route of the Pine
Bluff-Mount Elba Road, although the historic road did not angle so sharply to the north.
State Highway 97 is a postbellum development, while the eastern elements of the Pine Bluff-
Mount Elba Road are now only little-used rural graded dirt roads.

Overall, the Marks’ Mills Battlefield has excellent integrity. As a result of the low
population density in Cleveland County, the battlefield has been spared many of the
development pressures that threaten other battlefields; this has helped to ensure the site’s
continued integrity. The land remains mostly forested, just as it was in 1864. Today,
although the roadbeds of State Highway 8 and 97 are somewhat altered, the location of the
Pine Bluff-Mount Elba Road and the site of the worst Union defeat west of the Mississippi
River would be easily recognizable to a soldier who had participated in the battle in 1864.

JENKINS’ FERRY BATTLEFIELD
SUMMARY

The Jenkins’ Ferry Battlefield is located in the river bottoms southwest of the Saline River,
along State Highway 46 approximately 12 miles southwest of Sheridan. Cox Creek winds its
way along the northwestern portion of the battlefield, which is heavily wooded except for one
area that has been recently clear cut. Jenkins’ Ferry Battlefield State Park, on the
northeastern bank of the Saline, features three interpretive signs, a monument
commemorating the battle, and picnic facilities. Only a handful of intrusions are currently
extant on the battlefield, which is excellently preserved.

ELABORATION

The Jenkins’ Ferry Battlefield has excellent integrity of setting, feeling, association and
location, and represents an excellently preserved element of the Red River Campaign in
southern Arkansas. The only major intrusions within the proposed boundaries of the
battlefield are State Highway 46, the modern bridge crossing the Saline River, and the
electrical power lines along the northern side of the two-lane State Highway 46. Jenkins’
Ferry Battlefield State Park lies on the northern bank of the Saline at the approximate
location of the ferry site the Federals used in crossing the river in their flight to Little Rock
from Camden, and features a small visual display, a restroom building, a covered pavilion
with picnic tables, a utility structure, and a historic stone monument commemorating the
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battle. No other permanent structures are located within the proposed battlefield boundaries
and, other than the intrusions mentioned above, the battlefield closely resembles its condition
in 1864.

In 1864, the Saline River bottoms extended about two miles northeast and southwest of the
river itself, and consisted of damp, muddy canebrakes and wet marshes with thick
underbrush. On the southwest side of the river was a band of virgin forest, then wet
marshes, and finally a series of open agricultural fields (the Kelly field, the Cooper field,
and the Jiles field) separated by bands of timber. Cox Creek, which the 40th Iowa crossed
in an attempt to surprise the attacking Confederates on their left flank, winds its way along
the northwestern side of the battlefield before its confluence with the Saline. The Union
rearguard line, which was located along the northeastern side of the Cooper field, is
currently marked by a private dirt road extending into the forest. The Confederate lines,
approximately 2,200 feet to the southwest, are similarly forested. The swampy nature of the
lowlands was exacerbated by the steady rain that fell on April 30, 1864, and was reflected in
the battle that took place there; some reports note that combatants were knee deep in mud
and water during the melee.

At the time of the battle, the bottoms northeast of the Saline were more flooded than those to
the southwest, and the Union wagons soon bogged down once across the river. Many
wagons were abandoned, and General Steele ordered all unnecessary baggage destroyed.
Wagons, ammunition, clothing, and other supplies were all dumped into the muck along the
route, and there were even reports of contraband slaves accompanying the caravan
abandoning their babies in the mire; extensive amateur archeological investigations of the
river bottoms have yielded many relevant artifacts and confirm that this was the route the
Union train followed. Because the battle took place south of the Saline, the northern banks
are not included in the proposed battlefield boundaries.

The Saline River bottomlands southwest of the ferry site, where the Federal rearguard troops
positioned themselves to defend the Union crossing against the pursuing Southerners, remain
mostly wooded in pine, with some pieces of land partially denuded of timber as a result of
relatively recent clearcutting activities. The Saline River bottomlands remain low and
swampy, at an elevation of just 190 feet as opposed to the 260 foot elevation at Leola,
approximately four miles southwest of the Saline and outside of the river bottom. Ironically,
it is the swampy nature of these lowlands that has been responsible for the battlefield’s
continued integrity by ensuring that the area is unsuitable for major development;
significantly, the Saline River is the only major river in Arkansas that has not been dammed
or otherwise controlled. State Highway 46 roughly parallels the Princeton Road that Steele
was following in his route back to Little Rock.

Overall, the Jenkins’ Ferry Battlefield has excellent integrity. As a result of the battlefield’s
position in the lowlands of the Saline river bottoms, the area is damp and prone to flooding,
and thus unsuitable for major construction or development; this has helped to ensure the
site’s continued integrity. The land remains partially forested, just as it was in 1864,
although the Kelly, Cooper, and Jiles fields have largely grown over and returned to timber.
Although the land is leased by hunting clubs, evidence of occasional clear cutting belies the
area’s primary use as timberland. Today, the bottomlands in which Kirby Smith and Sterling




NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

CAMDEN EXPEDITION SITES Page 12

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
—

Price attempted to halt Frederick Steele’s desperate efforts to cross the Saline and return to
Little Rock would be easily recognizable to a soldier who had participated in the battle in
1864.

FORT LOOKOUT

SUMMARY

Fort Lookout, also known as Redoubt A, is the northernmost of the defensive earthworks
erected along the periphery of Camden. The redoubt sits atop an approximately 50-foot high
bluff overlooking a bend in the Ouachita River to the north. Fort Lookout itself was
rectangular in shape and held six or more pieces of field artillery. Extending immediately
west of the redoubt, commanding two fords below the bluff as well as the approach of
Gravel Pit road from the northwest, was an L-shaped earthwork capable of mounting six or
more guns.

-Although a portion of the midsection of Fort Lookout was razed in the late twentieth century
for the construction of a house, the remainder of the redoubt and its supporting trenches and
earthworks are remarkably intact.

ELABORATION

Fort Lookout, also known as Redoubt A, has excellent integrity of setting, feeling,
association and location, and represents an excellently preserved example of urban Civil War
defensive earthworks. The only major intrusion on this, the northernmost portion of
Camden’s Civil War defenses, are a modern home on a portion of the redoubt’s midsection.
Another modern home lies on Van Buren Road beyond the southern terminus of the extant
trenches that extend south and west from Fort Lookout, and a gravel plant is located at the
base of the bluff 50 feet below the earthworks; neither of these later developments
significantly detracts from the integrity of the resource. The Gravel Pit and Van Buren roads
were both extant in 1864.

Although the hills and ridges surrounding Camden to the west and south were largely
denuded of trees under the Confederate and Union occupations of 1864, Redoubt A is
currently heavily wooded, protecting the site from erosion. Redoubt A has not been
significantly damaged or altered through timbering or urban development, and has thus
maintained a high degree of integrity as an urban defensive earthwork.

From January through March 1864, hundreds of Confederate soldiers and slaves under the
command of Brig. Gen. Alexander T. Hawthorn were employed clearing fields of fire and
erecting defensive earthworks around the periphery of Camden in anticipation of an expected
Federal attack from Little Rock. Although he had no previous experience in military
engineering, Hawthorn had been a lawyer in Camden prior to the war and may have been
entrusted with such a project because of his familiarity with the city and its surrounding
areas. When completed, the Camden fortifications consisted primarily of five unconnected
redoubts protecting the western and southern approaches to the town. Often referred to
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incorrectly as "forts,” these redoubts consisted of relatively small closed or semi-enclosed
strongpoints located along the main lines of the town’s defenses designed to withstand attacks
from three and perhaps even all four sides.

Each of the Camden redoubts, originally labeled Redoubts A, B, C, D, and E, was a massive
earthen structure encircled or fronted by a deep ditch. Perhaps indicative of Hawthorn’s lack
of military or engineering expertise, the Camden defenses initially lacked the network of
trenches and sprawling forts that were generally to be found protecting important cities.
Redoubts B, C, and D have been largely lost due to Camden’s postbellum development, and
today only Redoubts A and E retain any semblance of their original integrity.

Redoubt A, also known as Fort Lookout, was the northernmost of the Camden defenses.
Erected atop a high bluff overlooking a bend in the Ouachita River, Redoubt A was
rectangular in shape and was capable of holding six or more pieces of field artillery.
Immediately west of the redoubt extended an L-shaped redoubt mounting another battery of
six or more guns, overlooking two fords below the bluff as well as the approach of Gravel
Pit Road from the northwest. Ironically, when Steele occupied Camden on April 15, 1864,
the town’s earthworks were unmanned. Although initial Federal reports described the city as
"strongly fortified" and that "all approaches to the place [are] capable of being well
defended, " later assessments of the efficacy of the town’s defenses were less generous. As
Steele’s engineers inspected and mapped the Confederate fortifications, a number of
weaknesses became apparent. Although the five redoubts were easily defended individually
and well placed to make use of the high ground surrounding the city, the Federals
determined that the defenses were simply too small, too few in number, and too far apart to
effectively defend Camden in the event of a Confederate attack. Steele’s engineers
concluded that the absence of a cohesive network of infantry trenches encircling the town and
connecting the redoubts limited the effectiveness of the defenses and deprived Camden’s
defenders of the protection normally enjoyed by a fortified garrison. Finally, despite earlier
Federal reports that "an immense amount of [Confederate] labor has been expended
in...cutting away the forests,” on further analysis Federal engineers noted that, in places,
attacking troops could approach dangerously close to the redoubts without leaving the "fresh
green forests" surrounding the town.

Following the Union defeat at Poison Spring on April 23 Steele ordered his engineers to
correct the deficiencies that had been identified in the Camden fortifications. Over the
following three days, thousands of Federal soldiers were employed along the northwestern
portion of the Camden perimeter digging trenches in relays around the clock along the
military crest of the long, rolling ridge. Parties were sent out beyond the perimeter to fell
trees and expand fields of fire below the ridge. Special attention was accorded the sector
between Redoubts A and B, an area which even the Confederates had regarded as a weak
point in the Camden defenses. Steele’s decision on April 26 to abandon Camden and return
to Little Rock rendered this frenetic burst of activity pointless. Steele was disappointed at
having to abandon Camden without forcing the Confederates to test the town’s stiffened
defenses. "If we had been supplied at Camden," the general later wrote, "I could have held
the place against Kirby Smith’s entire force...."
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Following their re-occupation of Camden, the Confederates spent the following months of
1864 attempted to complete the improvements to the town’s defenses begun under the
Federals. In October 1864, four idle infantry divisions were employed in erecting
earthworks along the previously unprotected banks of the Ouachita. When completed at the
end of 1864, the five original redoubts were connected by a largely continuous trench across
the southern and western perimeters of the city, anchored on the Ouachita River at both
ends. Redoubts A and E are the only surviving elements of this network that have survived.

Overall, Fort Lookout/Redoubt A has excellent integrity. Logistically, the ridge remains on
the northern outskirts of the city of Camden overlooking the Ouachita River, just as it did in
1864. The land is heavily forested, protecting the trenches and earthworks that follow the
ridge line for more than 1,500 yards. Nevertheless, the trenches and earthworks are clearly
visible, as is the strategic nature of the ridge line. The Redoubt A battlements have
maintained a sufficient degree of integrity that a soldier stationed in Camden in 1864 would
have no difficulty recognizing the battlements today.

FORT SOUTHERLAND

SUMMARY

Fort Southerland, also known as Redoubt E, is the southernmost of the defensive earthworks
erected along the periphery of Camden. Redoubt E, excellently preserved as the centerpiece
of a municipal park, is roughly oval-shaped and capable of holding three artillery pieces.
The redoubt covers the Bradley Ferry Road, connecting Camden with the Confederate
outposts in Warren and Monticello. Fort Southerland’s mission was to protect Camden
against the unlikely possibility of a Federal crossing of the Quachita River below town.

ELABORATION

Fort Southerland, also known as Redoubt E, has excellent integrity of setting, feeling,
association and location, and represents an excellently preserved example of urban Civil War
defensive earthworks. The bowl-shaped redoubt, overlooking the Bradley Ferry Road
connecting Warren and Monticello, was well-placed by the Confederates to protect Camden
against the unlikely possibility that the Federals would cross the OQuachita River below the
town. The earthen fort is oval-shaped (approximately 2,000 feet by 1,000 feet by 2,000 feet
by 500 feet, encompassing a full city block) and was capable of holding three artillery
pieces. Redoubt E is preserved today in excellent condition as the centerpiece of Fort
Southerland Park in the southern portion of the city of Camden. Although the site was well
south of the ci